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MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION ON MIAMI BEACH BRINGS
NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT TO HEROES’ STORIES
CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. – On Memorial Day Weekend in 2017 the nation witnessed the true meaning of this “lost
holiday” weekend with the debut of the National Salute to America’s Heroes presented by Hyundai through the
Hyundai Air & Sea Show, Display Village and the more than 100,000 men, women and families that visited Miami
Beach daily for the weekend. On May 26-27, 2018, the National Salute to America’s Heroes presented by Hyundai
has elevated the standard and looks to shine a national spotlight from across the country onto the shores of Miami
Beach.
The focus of the spotlight is the military men and women who serve, the first responders, their families and those
who have paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of our freedom. In the years of planning and preparation to build a
show of this magnitude, there has been one phrase repeated time and time again.
“There is no better time than Memorial Day weekend to pay tribute to our military, first responders and those that
have paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of our freedom,” said Mickey Markoff, National Salute to America’s
Heroes Executive Producer. “I have said this from the start and it rings true just as much today as it did the first
time I met with anyone from the City of Miami Beach or any member of the Armed Services. You have to know the
true spirit of Memorial Day and be willing to ‘salute’ those brave men and women who put their lives on the line for
us daily both at home and abroad.”
The salute comes by hearing their stories, understanding better what sacrifices they have each made and why they
chose a life of service. Although there are countless men and women in the Armed Forces and First Responders
who take part in the Hyundai Air & Sea Show, here are a few stories highlighted to give a feel for why this event is
not just another military demonstration.
PARTICIPANT SPOTLIGHTS:
Staff Sergeant David Toro Garcia was born in Columbia and moved to Miami in 2006 where he graduated from
Doral Academy Charter High School in 2008. He worked in restaurants for more than a year after high school
because he could not speak English well enough to get a decent job. SSgt Toro Garcia knew he wanted a better
life for himself and since he had a friend who joined the Air Force he started to look into it. By December of 2009
David was an Airman who went on to not only learn to speak perfect English but he also earned two Associate's
degrees and is currently working on a Bachelor's degree. SSgt Toro Garcia is a recruiter stationed in Lakeland,
Florida and his job is to inspire young men and women to help them make the best decision of their lives...the
decision to join the world's greatest Air Force. David sees his job as a recruiter as a way to pay back the Air Force
for everything the Air Force has done to change his life for the better.
Petty Officer Jaime Hendrix embodies the true spirit and core values of the Coast Guard's moto Semper Paratus,
"Always Ready." A member of the U.S. Coast Guard since Aug 2014, she reported in July of 2016 to Coast Guard
Small Boat Station Miami Beach, and is currently serving at the high tempo and high operations unit protecting our
shores in South Florida. Petty Officer Hendrix holds certifications as tactical, pursuit, and search and rescue
coxswain where she responds to a multitude of missions that include counter-narcotics and human smuggling
operations as well as numerous search and rescue lifesaving missions. She is the recipient of Coast Guard Miami
Beach's Enlisted Person of the Year Award for 2017 in which she was recognized for saving 24 lives saved,
apprehending 16 criminal suspects and volunteering over 96 hours of community service in the greater Miami area.
-MORE-

Technical Sergeant Frank Morales was born and raised in the Miami area. He grew up in extreme poverty, living in
government housing with his parents and four siblings. TSgt Morales spent his childhood helping his parents pick
zucchini, tomatoes and okra in the farmlands of Florida City. His first contact with the Air Force was after Hurricane
Andrew devastated the neighborhood he lived in in 1992. Airmen were there setting up tents and bringing the
families food, water and medical treatment. TSgt Morales knew, even as a young boy, that he wanted to join those
men and women in uniform one day and that's exactly what he did. After graduating from South Dade High School,
Frank joined the Air Force in 2006. TSgt Morales is currently a recruiter in South Florida but his next assignment is
to Washington DC where he'll join the White House Communication Agency. From picking zucchini to the White
House, it doesn't get much better than that!
Chief Master Sergeant Carmelo Vega grew up in Ponce, Puerto Rico the eldest of three to a single mother. He
lived in a tiny two-bedroom apartment with his mother, two siblings, an uncle and four cousins. CMSgt Vega
dreamed of becoming a pilot, which he did five years after joining the Air Force in 1990. He started out working in
aircraft maintenance and then moved on to become a recruiter in 1995 and has been helping others to do exactly
what he did, fulfill their lifelong dreams as an Airmen in the world's greatest Air Force. Chief Vega says joining the
Air Force was the best decision he ever made and it was because of that one good choice he's been able to make
his dreams a reality both personally and professionally. Chief even served alongside his son while deployed
overseas a few years ago.
.
As May begins National Military Appreciation Month (created by congress in 1999) it is more important than ever
that we support the men and women of our Armed Forces. The National Salute to America’s Heroes presented by
Hyundai is dedicated to honoring all of their daily triumphs and sacrifices.
The National Salute to America’s Heroes presented by Hyundai is a nation-wide two-day celebration held on
Miami Beach, Florida featuring the Hyundai Air & Sea Show, Music Explosion presented by Hyundai and Salute
365 initiative. Held Memorial Day Weekend, the National Salute to America’s Heroes presented by Hyundai
focuses on honoring and paying tribute to the military and first responders who protect the freedoms of all
Americans.
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